More than 3 
months after 
Maria, half of 
Puerto Ricans 
without power 


Some may not get 
electricity until May 


By Danica Coto 
The Associated Press 


Puerto Rico authorities 
said Friday that nearly half 
of power customers in the 
U.S. territory still lack elec- 
tricity more than three 
months after Hurricane Ma- 
ria, sparking outrage among 
islanders who accuse the 
government of mismanag- 
ing its response to the Cat- 
egory 4 storm. 

Officials said 55 percent 
of the nearly 1.5 million cus- 
tomers have power, mark- 
ing the first time the gov- 
ernment has provided that 
statistic since Maria hit on 
Sept. 20 with winds of up to 
154 mph. Officials had pre- 
viously reported only pow- 
er generation, which stands 
at nearly 70 percent of pre- 
storm levels. 

“It’s just extraordinary 
that it is still so far away 
from being 100 percent re- 
covered,” said Susan Tier- 
ney, a senior adviser for 
Denver-based consulting 


See POWER, PAGE 6 


Ten tips on the latest 
in home decor. 
HOME + LIVING 


l-64 TOLL LANES 
SET FOR JANUARY 


The setup allows solo drivers 
to use high-occupancy lanes 
during peak traffic hours. 
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“Swatting” prank 
between gamers 
leads to death of 
unrelated man 
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Sy 


sunny 
High: 40s. 
Low: 20s. 


Details, Page 9 
of Sports 
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Six-year-old 
Melanie Oliveras 
Gonzalez holds 

a lantern in the 
living room of her 
house in Morovis, 
Puerto Rico. All 
electronics are 
connected at night 
to an inverter 
plugged to the 
family car battery. 
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ELECTION | 94TH HOUSE DISTRICT 


House race will 
be settled on 
Jan. 4, maybe 


FIRST THE REPUBLICAN WON; then the Democrat 
won; next they tied. Now, a drawing is scheduled to 
break the tie - unless a court rules otherwise. 


By Jordan Pascale 
The Virginian-Pilot 


HE TIED RACE that could de- 
cide the balance of power in the 
Virginia House of Delegates may 
be resolved with a drawing next 
week, unless a court decides to re- 
consider arguments before then. 

The State Board of Elections on Friday 
announced the rescheduled meeting to pick 
a winner in the 94th District race between 
Democrat Shelly Simonds and Republican 
Del. David Yancey. 

It will happen at 11 a.m. Jan. 4 in Rich- 
mond, barring a court ruling. 

The announcement came after a week of 
court maneuvers by both candidates. 

But the House speakership could be in 
Republican hands through parliamentary 
procedure. 

Del. Kirk Cox, R-Colonial Heights, who is 
vying for the position, said the House would 


See 94TH DISTRICT, PAGE 9 


JULIA RENDLEMAN | THE WASHINGTON POST 


this week 


Wednesday Shelly Simonds, 
above right, asked judges 
to reconsider their 
earlier decision to count 
an irregular ballot for 
incumbent David Yancey, 
above left. She seeks to be 
declared the winner. 


Friday Yancey filed a 
rebuttal, saying the court 
got it right and the drawing 
should happen. 


After a Republican press 
call, the State Board of 
Elections scheduled the 
drawing for Jan. 4. - unless 
the court steps in. It was 
originally scheduled for 
Dec 27. 


Jan. 10 The General 
Assembly convenes. 


Business finds silver 
lining after crash: 
Forgotten treasures 


KRISTEN ZEIS | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


By Katherine Hafner 


The Virginian-Pilot Laura Friedman 


holds a World 
War II Marine 
canteen at M&G 
Sales in Norfolk. 


NORFOLK 

When a driver crashed a Volvo sedan 
straight through the brick warehouse 
wall of M&G Sales a couple months 
ago, there was a lot of debris. 

“There was a pile of rubble we had to 
climb over,” said M&G co-owner Lau- 
ra Friedman. Even after clearing out 
most, it’s still a mess. 

But the crash also unearthed some 
hidden treasures, items the owners of 
the longtime military surplus store on 
Granby Street tossed aside years ago 
and soon forgot. 

“In the back of our minds we know 
that stuff is there, but you move on,” 
said Larry Friedman, a co-owner. 

Now having to go through it all, “It’s 
like an archaeological dig.” 


A car crashed 
into the store 
in October, 
unearthing some 
long-forgotten 
items. Other 
finds included 
a nylon flight 
suit and an 
experimental 
flight jacket. 


See TREASURES, PAGE 8 


got 
sniffles? 


Readers suggest some 
home remedies, and 

doctors say they can't 
hurt - in moderation 


By Robyn Sidersky | The Virginian-Pilot 


OR ROBERT Alexander Springs, cashews are the 
cure for what ails him. 

When he’s in pain or feels an infection coming 
on, he downs two cans of them. It’s something he’s 
done since 2010. 

“Tve used them off and on since then. Never for any- 
thing serious, really, but more so precautionary measures,” 
said the 28-year-old Norfolk resident. “I rarely get sick and 
haven’t come down with anything in years.” 

Eating raw onions and various kinds of peppers are also 


See COLD, PAGE 9 


